NAVANA

IN MADRAS

Ganapati's friends and admirers were expecting that
he would soon come back to Madras. Narasimha Sastri had a
relapse of eye trouble and he came to Madras for treatment.
Ganapati was not informed of this visit. After treatment,
Narasimha Sastri went to Tiruvannamalai. There also without
the knowledge of Ganapati, he visited Brahmana Swami. On
his return journey Ganapati accompanied him up to Madras.

After Narasimha Sastri left for Kaluvarayi, Ganapati
went to Ramaswamy Ayyar as promised. As the number of
visitors increased and Ayyar's home was too small, Ganapati
had to stay duirng day time in the house of the neighbour,
S.Duraiswamy, a student of Law College. Duraiswamy was
surprised at the way Ganapati answered various questions of
the visitors, without offending any one, always pleasing and
with no trace of exhaustion. Added to this, Ganapati could
retain even long passages of prose or poetry once heard and
this feat Duraiswany thought, was super human.

One day Duraiswami, along with some of his
colleagues knowing Sanskrit, wanted to test the capacity of
Ganapati in originality. They first offered tamboolam (betel
leaves, nuts, ets.) to Ganapati. He told them he was not
accustomed to chewing tamboolam. They requested him to
state in a sloka, the good and bad properties of tamboolam.

Ganapati replied thus:

Sudhaadhikyam spruhecchatruh
Phalaadhikyam sprhedbhishak
Patraadhikyam sprahejjaayaa
maataa tu tritayam spruhet
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